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specially in developing representative institutions in the
country, did not blind Romesh Chunder to the conditions
of the poor. "Notwithstanding many noble qualities", he
remarked, "the lower classes of England are in many res-
pects very far from what they ought to be, and their charac-
ter is soiled by some of the worst vices of human nature.
Drunkenness and cruelty to wives prevail to a fearful ex-
tent among them, their independence often borders on inso-
lence, and this remarkable imprudence makes them wretch-
ed ........Pestered and bothered by a hungry wife and

starving children, the drunken husband and father often
has recourse to violence, the accounts of which, emanating
every day from the police courts, fail to startle the people
only on account of their frequency".

Again, observing the peasantry in Ireland, he stated :
"As for the villagers, they are poor indeed. Man, wife and
children, a good round number in all, are often seen work-
ing in the same field, in sun and rain, and are housed to-
gether in the night, probably with their pigs and geese, in
the same wretched hut." In an obvious reference to his
own country, he concluded : "This is not the only fertile
country in which the cultivators are exceedingly poor".

Of his patriotism and his broad vision for his country,
Romesh Dutt gave remarkable evidence at this early stage
of his life. Writing in the columns of The Asiatic in Novem-
bci 1870, he observed : "The time has surely arrived when
the fair principle of representation may be introduced in
the Indian Government, when the many obstacles to
Indians holding responsible situations may gradually be
removed; then an Indian militia and a corps of volun-
teers may be raised to guard the soil......"

Even more remarkable was the sentiment he expressed
in a letter to his brother in 1871 towards the end of his
stay in Europe. "And I hope", he wrote, "as we become